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The first part of this rare recorded collection takes place in 1969—and poet 
James Humphrey (1939-2008) is at a proverbial crossroads (tracks 1-15). 
It’s a year after Humphrey has completed his self-described nine-year writing 
apprenticeship, personally known as “writing at writing poems in free verse” 
and it’s a year before Argument for Love, Humphrey’s first book, will be 
published. Reading in poet Darrell Gray’s apartment in Iowa City on a summer 
evening we hear the ambient sounds of the neighborhood—including two cats 
fighting as they inadvertently perform background vocals for a poem. But more 
importantly, we hear the emergence of Humphrey’s bare bones writing style. 
It’s cause for celebration!

Later, we catch up with Humphrey at poetry readings as he begins to read for 
larger audiences. Beginning in 1972, at Lawrence Auditorium in Falmouth, 
Massachusetts, later at the Mouthpiece Coffee Shop, Providence, Rhode 
Island, in 1973 and finally at Rhode Island College in 1974 for a lively night 
of poetry and music as Humphrey shares the stage with singer/songwriter/artist 
and close friend, Jay Bolotin. This collection offers a look into a window of 
time when Humphrey was actively reading his poetry publicly and his star was 
on the rise. 

A note from Saroyan, Humphrey’s son: I was about six when I attended these 
readings with my father. It was a mysterious world. I remember dark, smoke-
filled rooms with hushed voices, clinking glasses and when my dad would read 
a poem dedicated to me or I was mentioned in a poem, audience members 
would turn to me and smile and I, painfully shy, would usually turn a couple 
shades of red, and try to smile back. Today, as I was then, I am proud of my 
father and I hope you enjoy these readings of a powerful poet. (6-09)
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For Love

Snow Angels

Her Love

We Are

Argument For Love

Today

A Bed For The Poet’s 
First Born, June 1964

Poem/The reflection

Love With Numbers

Contemporary 
Poetry, Second 
Semester, An 
Illustration from 
Instructor to 
Students on How 
Not to Write a 
Contemporary 
Poem, Or, Maybe Mad 
Magazine Needs You

Found

Where I Was

Poem/Water

Getting Up

A Letter to One of My 
Poetry Students

Poem/for Jean Larson 

After Buying a New 
Typewriter Ribbon

Inside and Out

Spring Flower 
4 May, 1970

Poem for Jay Bolotin

The Secret*

Reading introduction  
by Bill Small**

Do You Hear Me?

Going Out

There Are Words

Untitled/for Diane 
Wakowski

First Communion

Echoes: A Diary

Poem/Poets are wanted 
for what they’re not

After Writing All 
Night and Into the 
Day, I Go to The 
Refrigerator for 
Another Beer And See 
a Young Girl Through 
the Kitchen Window 
Walking By

And So On

Something At Night

A Play in One Act

Untitled/My reading 
has been completed

Poets Are Wanted For 
What They’re Not

The Visitor

Simply

Just To Sing

An Homage, The End of 
Some More Land

On moving from Iowa to 
Cape Cod

The Relearning I

The Relearning II

Breakfast Table, 
After Writing All 
Night

Untitled/How light 
the air is

Poem Written With My 
Son’s Pen

Here Now

For Norma

For Norma 

For My Son Saroyan

The Chance

New Year Poem/The 
Relearning III

Argument For Love/ 
Jay Bolotin***

The older LADY’S 
LOVER/Jay Bolotin****

Humphrey on entering 
a junior high school 
classroom to teach 
poetry.

*Recorded during an interview 
on WGBH-FM, Boston, 12-8-75.
**Recorded at Rhode Island 
College, Providence, R.I., 
11-23-74.
***Written and performed by 
Jay Bolotin; courtesy Doc/
Owsley Music–BMI. Title of 
“Argument for Love”–courtesy 
James Humphrey, recorded 
from a television as it aired on 
TV-36, Providence, 12-19-75.
****Written and performed 
by Jay Bolotin; courtesy 
Doc/Owsley Music–BMI;  
recorded at Mouthpiece Coffee 
House, Providence, 10-27-73.
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